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Few breeds captivate the ring like the Yorkshire Terrier. With its flowing silk coat, compact 
anatomy, and spirited attitude, the Yorkie continues to dazzle enthusiasts and judges alike. But 
beneath the glamour lies a breed with a complex history, precise standard, and evolving 
expression. This article delves into three essential aspects of the Yorkshire Terrier: coat color 
and texture, anatomical structure, and how today’s dogs compare to the breed’s historical 
archetype—all viewed through the discerning lens of the F.C.I. breed standard. 

 

COAT: THE DEFINING CROWN OF THE BREED 

 

The Yorkshire Terrier’s coat is arguably its most iconic feature—a “mantle of silk,” as some call 
it. According to the F.C.I. , the coat must be perfectly straight, glossy, and fine in texture, falling 
evenly on either side of the body and parted from nose to tail. The texture should never be 
woolly or cotton-like; such a coat, while sometimes appealing to pet owners for its plushness, is 
considered a serious fault in the show ring. 

 

Color is equally critical. Puppies are born black and tan, with the steel blue and rich gold 
coloring developing with age. The ideal adult should have a dark steel blue—not silver, not 
BLACK or mingled with fawn or bronze—extending from the occiput to the tail. The chest, feet, 
and head must show a rich, bright tan, deeper at the roots and shading toward the tips. 

 

Over the years, breeders have improved color clarity, but some modern lines show fading, 
especially in the tan points, which can appear washed-out. While grooming products and 
lighting can momentarily enhance presentation, judges are trained to look for natural pigment 
and consistent coloring. 

Color Development: A Matter of Time  

The hallmark steel-blue and rich gold hues emerge gradually with age. This transition can make 
color evaluation challenging in younger dogs. Judges and breeders should consider age as a 
crucial factor when assessing color. During the first year, it’s common for puppies to retain 
black hairs on the back or head—especially around the crown. A reliable method for gauging the 
dog’s future coloration is to examine the hair at the roots, where the true pigment shift often 
begins. In the opinion of many experienced breeders, a Yorkshire Terrier should reach its full, 
standard coloration by around three years of age, presenting the rich tan and deep steel-blue 
shades that define the breed. 

 

 



ANATOMY: FORM SUPPORTING FUNCTION 

 

Though bred today as companions, the Yorkshire Terrier’s anatomy still reflects its working-
class origins as a ratter in 19th-century textile mills. The F.C.I. describes a well-balanced, 
compact dog with straight back, level topline, and high head carriage. The body should be neat 
and athletic, never long or coarse. Legs are straight, with elbows held close; the feet are round 
with black nails. 

 

Head proportions are key. The skull should be relatively small and flat, not too prominent or 
round. Eyes are medium-sized, dark, and sparkling with keen intelligence—not bulging or overly 
large, which disrupts the expression. Ears are V-shaped, erect, and carried high, giving alertness 
to the silhouette. 

 

Judges must pay particular attention to size: the standard places maximum weight at 3.2 kg . Yet 
within that weight, the body must remain sturdy and correct. Breeding for ultra-small “teacup” 
varieties, while commercially popular, has led to deviations from ideal conformation, including 
fragile bone, poor dentition, and structural weakness. 

 

THEN AND NOW: THE BREED’S EVOLUTION 

 

Historical depictions of Yorkshire Terriers from the late 1800s show a breed somewhat different 
from today’s glamourous show specimens. Early Yorkies had longer muzzles, slightly coarser 
coats, and often displayed more variation in ear size and tail carriage. Their coloring was not as 
sharply defined, and coat texture ranged widely. 

 

Selective breeding, especially post-WWII, refined these traits toward a more uniform and 
elegant appearance. The introduction of strict breed standards—particularly those enforced by 
kennel clubs and the F.C.I.—has largely eliminated the rougher characteristics. However, this 
refinement has occasionally come at the cost of robustness. The modern Yorkshire Terrier, while 
exquisitely groomed and highly stylized, may lack some of the grit and resilience of its 
ancestors. 

 

JUDGING TO THE F.C.I. STANDARD 

 

Evaluating the Yorkshire Terrier in the ring requires more than a surface assessment. Judges 
must balance beauty with structure, elegance with soundness. Under F.C.I. guidelines, 
presentation should never mask poor anatomy. Movement is light and free, with good drive from 
the hindquarters. Any sign of restricted gait, wobble, or instability—often a byproduct of poor 
breeding or over-refinement—should be penalized. 



• Did You Know? 

Why Red Boxes Matter in the UK Ring 

In the United Kingdom, Yorkshire Terriers are traditionally judged on red boxes or red mats. This 
isn’t just for show—it serves a practical purpose. The red backdrop enhances contrast against 

the breed’s steel-blue and tan coat, allowing judges to assess color accuracy, texture, and 
sheen more effectively. It also helps reduce glare from overhead lights on the silky coat. Over 
time, this setup has become a signature element of the breed’s presentation in British rings, 

blending utility with tradition. 

When judging the Yorkshire Terrier, lighting plays a critical role in evaluating coat color. As the 
ideal coat is fine, straight, and silky, its surface naturally reflects light—often dramatically so. 
This reflective quality means that the same dog may appear to have subtle variations in color 
depending on the lighting conditions. Judges must be mindful of this optical effect and assess 
coat color under consistent, neutral lighting whenever possible to ensure a fair and accurate 
evaluation. 

 

Special attention is paid to coat parting, topline, tail set, and carriage. A level back and 
confident step reflect correct build and temperament. The best Yorkies exude pride, presence, 
and a sense of balance—as much in character as in construction. 

Tail Carriage in the Modern Ring: Finding Balance After Docking 

 Historically, the Yorkshire Terrier was presented with a docked tail, as outlined in the original 
breed standard. However, with the banning of tail docking in many countries, breeders now face 
a new challenge: maintaining correct tail carriage in a natural form. A growing number of 
Yorkshire Terriers are exhibiting tails that curl  over the back, disrupting the breed’s elegant 
outline. This raises an important question for judges and breeders alike: how much curvature is 
acceptable? While tail carriage should not be the sole factor in a dog’s evaluation, it remains an 
essential element of breed type and balance. In practice, we must take a holistic approach. A 
dog should be judged on its overall quality—structure, movement, coat, expression—not just 
the tail. However, it is equally important that judges guide breeders in understanding the 
significance of proper tail set and carriage, encouraging breeding practices that uphold the 
integrity of the breed’s silhouette in its natural, undocked state. 

 
 

Preserving Breed Integrity in the Face of “Colorful” Variants  

In recent years, the Yorkshire Terrier has faced a growing challenge with the emergence of so-
called “colorful” varieties—merle, black, Russian salon, parti-colored, and others. In some 
countries, these dogs are being shown and even finishing championships under the Yorkshire 
Terrier name, despite not conforming to the breed standard recognized by the F.C.I. This is a real 
concern among the real Yorkshire Terrier’s breeders and lovers. The Yorkshire Terrier, by 
standard, is defined by its signature steel-blue and rich tan coat—no other coloration is 
recognized. While there is space in the canine world for the development of new breeds, such 
efforts should follow the appropriate path. The Biewer Terrier serves as a successful example: 
developed with purpose, a distinct identity, and a dedicated breed standard. To preserve the 



integrity of the Yorkshire Terrier, these “colorful” variations must be viewed not as offshoots of 
the breed, but as potential breeds in their own right—if properly established, named, and 
standardized. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Yorkshire Terrier stands as a living example of refinement, legacy, and canine artistry. Its 
journey from working dog to showstopper is marked by deliberate breeding choices, close 
adherence to evolving standards, and a deep appreciation for its distinct aesthetic. As the breed 
continues to develop, it is vital for judges, breeders, and enthusiasts to preserve its essential 
qualities: coat, anatomy, and spirited essence. 

 

By understanding the breed’s past and remaining vigilant in the present, we ensure the Yorkshire 
Terrier’s place in the future—as bold and brilliant as ever. 


